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1. 1. OPENING OF THE MEETING AND ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 

1. The Sixth Meeting of the Working Party on Billfish (WPB) was opened on 7 July 2008 in Victoria, 

Seychelles. The first activity for the Working Party was to elect a new Chairperson for the next biennium.  Mr. Jan 

Robinson (Seychelles) was elected chairperson; he subsequently welcomed the participants (Appendix I) and the 

Agenda for the meeting was adopted as presented in Appendix II.  

2. The list of documents presented to the meeting is given in Appendix III.  

2. REVIEW OF STATISTICAL DATA FOR BILLFISH  

2.1. Catch trends - nominal catch (NC) data 

Swordfish 

3. Swordfish is caught mainly using drifting longlines (95%) and gillnets (5%) (Figure 1). Swordfish was 

mainly a bycatch of industrial longline fisheries before the early 1990ôs.  Catches increased gradually from 1950 

to 1990 as the catches of targeted species (such as tropical and temperate tunas) increased. Catches increased 

markedly after 1990 to a peak of around 35,000 tonnes in 1998. The current catch of swordfish is around 30,000 t. 

The increase in catch is attributed to a change in target species from tunas to swordfish by part of the Taiwanese 

fleet, the development of longline fisheries in Australia, Reunion Island, Seychelles and Mauritius targeting 

swordfish, and the arrival of longline fleets from the Atlantic Ocean (Portugal, Spain and other fleets operating 

under various flags) also targeting swordfish (Figure 2). 
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Figure 1:  Catches of swordfish in the Indian Ocean by gear type. From document IOTC-2008-WPB-08 
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Figure 2:  Catches of Swordfish by fleet recorded in the IOTC Database (1950-2006). From document IOTC-2008-WPB-08 
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Sw ordfish mean anual catch: 1980-1989
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Sw ordfish mean anual catch: 1990-1999
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Figure 3:  Mean annual catches of swordfish (number) by longline vessels 
operating in the Indian Ocean over the periods (a) 1980 to 1989, (b) 1990 to 

1999 and (c) 2000 to 2006. From document IOTC-2008-WPB-14 

(c) 

 

Marlins 

4. Blue, black and striped marlins are caught mainly using drifting longlines (70%) and gillnets (20%) and 

some troll and hand lines. These species are considered as bycatch for industrial and artisanal fisheries, but they 

are targeted by sport fisheries. Minimum catch estimates for the three marlin species have been derived from very 

small amounts of information and are therefore highly uncertain. The total catch of all marlin species varies from 

year to year. It reached a maximum of around 24,000 t in 1997 while current catches are around 18,000 t to 

21,000 t. 

5. Catches of blue marlin are greater than those of black and striped marlin combined. The minimum average 

annual catch estimated for blue marlin for the period 2002 to 2006 is around 11,700 t (Figure 4). In recent years, 

the fleets of Taiwan,China (longline), Indonesia (longline), Sri Lanka (gillnet) and India (gillnet) are attributed 

with the highest catches of this species. The distribution of blue marlin catches has changed since the 1980ôs, with 

catches in the western Indian Ocean increasing and an increase in the catch by the Taiwanese fleets (Figure 5). 

6. The minimum average annual catch of black marlin estimated for the period 2002 to 2006 is around 3,300 t 

(Figure 4), with the fleets of Taiwan,China (longline), Sri Lanka (gillnet) and India (gillnets) being attributed with 

the highest catches.  The distribution of black marlin catches has changed since the 1980ôs with most of the catch 

now taken in the western areas of the Indian Ocean.  Since the 1990ôs most of the catch has been taken by the 

Taiwanese fleets (Figure 6). 


